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Parish Contacts
Please contact the Rector if you wish to talk, have a garden visit or go for a walk, 
as well as for baptisms, weddings or funerals.    

Rector Revd Canon Helene T Steed
T: 028 9065 9047     M: 07342 720350
Email: dundela@down.anglican.org

Parish Office: Heyn Hall, 2 Sydenham Avenue, Belfast, BT4 2DR
T: 028 9065 4090 
Email: office.dundela@down.anglican.org
Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9 am - 12 noon

To find out more about St Mark’s ….
Visit our homepage: http://dundela.down.anglican.org/
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A Message from Helene, Rector in St Mark’s
The transformative season of Spring 
Many of us like improvements. The experience of something new and better, may that 
be in the way we look, the new and improved recipe for Irish stew or changing a tired 
looking chest of drawers with a lick of paint, is appealing. But alas, these transformations 
are not life-changing or lasting. 

In St Mark’s we have been pondering the idea of lasting 
transformations; may that be changes in our own lives or in 
our community. For that to happen, there is often the need 
for a turning-point, or being at the right place at the right 
time, and still, we do not always notice it. That made me 
think about the remarkable and striking sculpture at the site 
in Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa where Nelson Mandela was 
captured in 1962. When you first see this monument, you 
see 50 steel rods in various shapes; some tall, others short. 
What makes Marco Cianfanelli’s statue extraordinary, is that 
it reveals the face of Nelson Mandela, when you stand at just 
the right point. 

Good, positive and life-changing transformations happen all 
the time and some  of them are everlasting. But unless we 
stand at the right place, we may not see them. Our focus is 
obscured. As Christians we believe that God’s presence can 
be seen and felt but sometimes we need to focus. 

Every Spring we spend forty days preparing ourselves for Easter, thinking about 
what in our lives prevents us from taking to heart and believing that Jesus died 
and rose again because God loves us so much. To digest this, some of us embark 
on bodily restoration projects and abstain from certain foods and drinks (like a dry 
January), others decide to do forty acts of kindness, and others find it is good time 
to ponder the big questions in life (life, death, faith). Lent becomes a transformative 
season when we try to improve our bodies and souls, not for vanity reasons but as 
a way of honouring God who created us in his image.  

In St Mark’s we offer three ways of interacting with others and finding spiritual inspiration. 
They are all described on the next page. I very much look forward to welcoming you and 
maybe a friend of yours to St Mark’s and to our services and activities. 
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new:
Transform the poverty of our nature
by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
(Collect for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany)

Nelson Mandela Sculpture



Transforming opportunities

These are just some questions we will discuss in a five-week course, Exploring 
Faith starting on Sunday 27 February. The course is an opportunity to explore 
Christian faith for the first time or go deeper in your faith by having the chance to 
ask all important questions about God, ourselves and the world we live in.
We will offer three courses on Sunday afternoons
· Primary school children (P1 to P6): Harry Potter and faith.
· Secondary School youngsters (P7 and older): Harry Potter and faith. 
· Adults:  Jesus’ life and teaching, the Holy Spirit and the Christian life.
We start with a simple tea at 4.00 pm in the hall, followed by a talk and group 
discussions and concluding with a short service at 5.45 pm before we go home at 
6.00 pm.  To find out more and reserve your place, please speak with the Rector 
Helene Steed T: 07342 720350 or Elaine in the Parish Office T: 028 9065 4090. 
And don’t worry if you miss the first week, you are welcome to join at any point.

Wednesdays in Lent
We start on Ash Wednesday 3 March. Join us for a Holy Communion service at 
3.45 pm, when we pause around the theme ‘How to prepare ourselves for Easter.’  
Our Wednesday afternoon services will continue throughout Lent, with music, 
poems and art as aids to challenge our thoughts, with a cup of tea and a chat 
afterwards.

The importance of stories 
You are warmly welcome to join our study group which will meet on three Tuesdays 
in March on Zoom at 7.30 pm. The inspiration for our discussions is in Hannah 
Steel’s book, Living His Story: Revealing the Extraordinary Love of God in Ordinary 
Ways. This book focuses on how personal stories can transform others and 
understanding the different ways in which people come to faith. This promises to 
be a fascinating and practical conversation about sharing faith in the world today.
Tuesday 15 March: Jesus was in the transformative business.
Tuesday 22 March: Learning how to have life-transforming conversations – 
communicating like Jesus through stories.
Tuesday 29 March: Stories of finding Jesus.

Is there more 
to life than 
this?  

How to 
believe?   

Who is Jesus?  

Holy Week and Easter in St Mark’s
Our services during Holy Week and Easter differ in style 
and offer a variety of thought-provoking themes. We 
hope you find something that encourages you to join us.

Palm Sunday 7 April 10.00 am. A beam of timber, 
three nails and a green blade that rises. A 
meditative service with singing, music and readings, 
telling us the story about the Carpenter’s Son who 
saved the world and offered new life to all.
Maundy Thursday 14 April 7.30 pm. A deeply moving 
Holy Communion service when we recall Jesus’ 
last earthly meal and instruction to his friends and 
followers to love one another as he washed their 
feet. In silence the altar is stripped of all decoration. Before leaving the church, we 
listen to the passage of how Christ prayed in Gethsemane.
Good Friday 15 April 12.00 noon to 3.00 pm. The church is open for you to come 
and go, for private contemplation with half hourly readings and prayers. Our focus 
is the bare cross, adorned with a crown of thorns and at its foot, five red roses 
reminding us about the wounds on Christ’s body.  
At 7.30 pm,  a service of Reading the Passion, Jesus’ last earthly days, concluding 
in darkness as the Tenebrae candles are extinguished one by one. 
Easter Saturday 16 April – Our Family Easter Trail returns, a chance to take a 
wander around our grounds, learn about the Easter story through fun activities and 
enjoy some refreshments. Plenty to keep adults and children entertained, this is a 
self-guided tour which you can join in any time from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm, tea/coffee 
throughout, hot dogs/bacon sandwiches from 12.00 to 1.00 pm

He is risen – the transformation of death to life!
Easter Sunday 17 April  10.00 am  
Family Communion, all ages gather to celebrate 
that Jesus is alive. We begin our service decorating the 
Good Friday cross with flowers, a sign of the new life of 
the resurrection – please bring a flower. Our celebration 
concludes with an Easter Egg Hunt in the grounds.

At 6.30 pm we meet in St Mark’s Easter Garden for a 
short service by the empty tomb.



Change is here to stay – Linda Allen
“Everything changes and nothing changes”. The older I get, the clearer this has 
become. Change happens constantly around us and within us….but what is the 
difference between change and transformation?

Recently, I invited the Guides at 
St Mark’s to accept an upcycling 
challenge. The idea of the project 
was to take old clothes destined 
for landfill or charity shop and to 
re-purpose them. There were no 
stringent rules, they could sew, cut, 
tear, staple or glue as much as they 
liked! They were simply to change 
a garment into something different. 
Would it be a handbag from a pair 
of jeans? A piece of jewellery from 
old shoes? A sarong from an old 
towel?  When I set the challenge I 
was unsure if the girls would take to it….but they did, like ducks to water, chatting 
and laughing and really embracing the project. As I write they are currently producing 
wonderful creations of all shapes and sizes!  

It is probably fair to say that the term ‘transformation’ has the nuance of improvement 
and not just something being different. We have certainly had our fair share of 
change in recent times. Very few people have not had their lives changed to some 
extent during the global pandemic. Not all those changes have been positive or 
wanted.

When I think of the word ‘transform’ in the Bible context, one of the verses which 
comes to mind is Romans 12:2  “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” I 
think this spiritual challenge also involves a form of up-cycling or re-purposing in a 
way. As Christians, we are being urged to renew our minds. If we take this seriously 
it may have an impact on our values, our decisions, our finances and our social 
networks.

In God’s terms, are our lives fit for purpose and worthy of the Christian label? What 
is our raison d’etre? Are we open to being the person God would want us to be 
or become? I do not have any easy answers to these big questions. Perhaps it is 
enough to be aware of them and actively wrestling with them? 
Come and consider those questions in St Mark’s during Lent. 

Transformers – Sarah Bass 
What do Superman, Bumblebee from Transformers, and 
Harry and Ron from Harry Potter all have in common? 
They transform from one thing into another (Harry and 
Ron with the help of Polyjuice potion become Crabbe and 
Goyle).  In actual fact they just disguise themselves rather 
than change, unlike the miracle Jesus performed at the 
wedding in Cana (John 2:1-12) when he transformed water 
into wine. Jesus managed to take something ordinary and 
transform it into something extraordinary. God often uses ordinary people to do 
wonderful things that are a blessing to a person or a community. 
Think about the story of David, the young boy who managed to topple Goliath, 
or more recently Christian Führer who led a small group of Christians in peaceful 
prayer in Leipzig which eventually led to the collapse of the Berlin Wall.
I imagine most of us think that we are fairly ordinary people, but that doesn’t mean 
we can’t be used by God to be a blessing to our community. What can you do today 
to make someone else’s day a little more extraordinary?
 “Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say 
to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you.” Matthew 17:20.

Laying down our burdens – a transforming relief
Jesus said “Come to me all that are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest.” Matthew 11:28  A parishioner writes:  “A few years ago I attended a service 
in St Anne’s Cathedral, during which we were encouraged to write, on a post-it note, 
the name of someone we wanted to forgive, placing the note on a large wooden 
cross. This anonymous symbolic act gave us the opportunity to lay down the burden 
of carrying anger, bitterness, anxiety or frustration, and I was struck by the impact 
of such a simple gesture. Although it did not immediately change the event that was 
on my mind, I definitely experienced a feeling of relief and peace.”

We would like to invite you to a similar transforming 
experience of laying down a burden we are carrying. At our 
Family Service on Sunday 3 April at 10.00 am, everyone 
will be encouraged to bring a stone or pebble and at the 
end of the service carry it on a short pilgrimage around 
the church, and to lay it in our Easter Garden, where it 
will become a permanent symbol of burdens and worries that 
we are handing over to God. In a time when we all may feel 
weighed down with worries, we are invited to make this 
small gesture, asking God to transform our situation.  



Community transformation in Kayole, Nairobi
For many years we have received wonderful stories of transformation from our  
friends in Kenya, who partner with us as they work to transform lives in the poorest 
areas of Kayole. We have heard and seen for ourselves how latrines have been 
installed, homes built, and a school has grown and flourished. A youth group now 
provides meals for 500 children on a Saturday, as well as books, study space, 
spiritual guidance and careers advice – an inspiring group of young people giving 
back to their community. 

CMSI Mission Associate Isabelle Prondzynski recently shared how a small plot of land 
was purchased and is being developed as a safe playground for the 330 children at the 
school.  With help from Church of Ireland Bishops Appeal, CMSI, and other donors, 
it is hoped that this playground will give space for assemblies, drama and musical 
performances, and games such as 
basketball and volleyball. We hope 
to share designs for some murals 
on the walls, similar to those we 
are installing in our grounds, as 
a daily reminder of the strong link 
between our two communities, and 
of how small changes and support 
can be used by God to bring 
amazing transformation.  

The transformational power of books           
Find a quiet spot this Spring and curl up with one of our thought-provoking 
books, then join us to discuss. We have been meeting on Zoom, and if 
Covid restrictions permit we hope soon to meet in person in the parish hall. 
Tuesday 1 March, 8.00 pm : Brotherhood by Mohamed Mbougar Sarr. 
A secret correspondence between two mothers bereaved under a 
tyrannical regime.  
Tuesday 5 April, 8.00 pm : The Motion of the Body through Space by 
Lionel Shriver. The story of a couple’s strained relationship with exercise.
Tuesday 3 May, 8.00 pm : The Day of the Oprichnic by Vladimir Sorokin.This novel 
takes us to Moscow in 2028 on a cold and snowy morning.
Contact: Revd Helene Steed 07342 720350 or parish office.

Thank you to all who supported the Book Well’s book sale in aid of The Larder. 
Don’t forget our Second Hand Bookstall in the foyer of the Parish Hall, open during 
office hours, just leave a donation in our Honesty Box. Happy reading ! 

Transforming our grounds 
Regular readers will know about the wonderful vegetable 
patch which our Sunday school children and their 
teachers began last year in our grounds, and their 
harvest of carrots, potatoes, onions and strawberries. 
This has been an example of taking a first small step 
and watching a transformation take place. We welcome 
visitors to explore our grounds and take a little time for 
contemplation, and having installed 2 small benches 
last year and a wildlife trail, we were encouraged to find 
over 70 people per week spending time with family, dogs 
or enjoying the natural environment on their own. This 
Spring we will continue our efforts to develop our grounds 
as a space for the whole local community. We will extend 
our Easter Garden, and hope to install additional seating 
and some information panels for visitors to read. The vegetable patch will have extra 
room for planting flowers and vegetables, alongside some fruit trees and bushes, and 
we will add a waterbutt to help keep everything thriving.  

We would love to encourage you to join in with our grounds development. Maybe 
you have an hour a week, or a morning once a month, when you could help with 
some small jobs like weeding or pruning? Maybe you don’t have a garden but would 
enjoy helping to plant some seedlings and to see them grow? Why not contact our 
gardening team to find out more? Contact Lynn Wilson on 07855 455121. 

As with all gardening projects, we will need some patience to see our efforts grow. 
However, to provide an instant splash of colour in the grounds, we are inviting families 
to take part in an outdoor art project, when we will paint some murals on a Narnia 
theme. We are holding an Open Volunteering Day on Saturday 12 March and we 
would love you to join us. There will be lots of jobs to help with for all levels of fitness, 
and opportunities for digging, planting, and getting your hands dirty! Children 
are especially invited to come between 11 am and 12 noon, to help paint the 
murals and we will have bacon sandwiches and hot dogs on offer as a thank 
you to all our volunteers. Come along anytime between 9.30 am and 3.30 pm, 
and help us make a transformation in just one day. 

Thank you to Belfast City Council who awarded us a grant under 
their Covid-19 Recovery scheme for environmental improvement



Musical singing and ringing
Following our long tradition of musical excellence, 
a range of Covid-safe activities are now fully 
underway. The choir is singing; the bells are ringing; 
and several new projects for children are planned. 
So, if you’re looking to try something new or peek 
into the world of Narnia, why not get in touch and 
make plans to come along! 

Friday 1 April 6.00 – 8.30 pm, Church, First Friday: Come 
and Sing Easter music.  Begin learning our Easter music for 
church, with additional rehearsals during our regular practice 
on Wednesdays 6 and 13 April from 7.30 – 9.00 pm.
Wednesday 13 & Thursday 14 April Easter Holiday Music 
Camp – a Disney Showcase of music, movement and  games 
for children P2 – P7. £10 per day from 10.00 – 2.00 pm in the 
Heyn Hall (with optional aftercare available for an additional 
fee). Places are limited so book early with Elaine in the office.

Stay tuned to our social media for announcements about an afterschool music 
club and our new community choir initiative. 
For all music queries, contact Beth (stmarksdundelamusic@gmail.com)

Handbells    Wednesdays 5.45 – 6.45 pm, Parish Hall. New inexperienced ringers 
aged 8 – 108! Under 16s to be accompanied by an adult please. Then from 6.45 – 
7.45 pm experienced adult ringers will practice, and are looking forward to performing 
at the Spring Sale on Saturday 2 April. 
Tower Bells  Ring each Sunday before services and on special occasions.
Why not climb our 47 steps and see what it’s all about? Beginners and experienced 
ringers practice on Wednesday evenings between 6.30 – 9.00 pm and new ringers 
are always welcome. Contact Don McLean 07842 891388 for more information.
Open Choir   Wednesdays 7.45 – 9.00 pm, Parish Hall, we are always ‘open’ to 
new singers to sing regularly or for occasional services. 
Music Group Grade 1 to professional instrumentalists accompany our Family 
Services on the first Sunday of each month. New players are always welcome to 
join in. Contact Sarah Bass 07731 422002.
Scottish Country Dancing 
A fun way to meet new people and have a little exercise, this class will continue on 
Thursdays from 7.30 to 9.30 pm, with the final class of the season on Thursday 28 
April. Contact: John Campbell 07923 492357 

For more information on all our activities visit Facebook or Instagram, or contact the 
parish office or Rector, see the inside front cover for details.

Transform your Spring with a new activity 
Sunday School : We meet during 
the 10.00 am Sunday service in 
church, moving outside or to the hall 
for our teaching and games. Ages 0 
-11. During Lent this year, we will learn 
about children in the Bible and around 
the world with the CMSI Kingdom Kids 
resources. Contact: Yvonne McMaster 
9042 2836 or email sundayschool.
dundela@gmail.com

In February, our Sunday School children revealed the banner they had been working 
on with help from Heather and Margaret, showing the cross of Christ at the centre of 
all we do, surrounded by helping hands which carry out acts of service and kindness to 
others. Thank you to all involved in transforming a few pieces of fabric into a beautiful 
banner around which our children can gather and focus their thoughts.

YF : YF have recently spent time cracking bible codes, learning about the parable 
of the Great Banquet (whilst doing some feasting of their own of course), trying 
out 3D paint and destroying the leaders in the weekly Dobble battle. We’re looking 
forward to the new ‘Explore your Faith’ course starting at the end of February for 5 
weeks. Anyone aged 10+ is welcome to join us. 
Find out more at  youth.dundela@gmail.com. 

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides : Our groups will continue meeting on 
Monday evenings, Rainbows at 5.15 pm and Brownies/Guides at 6.30 pm. 
Contact: Heather Ellison 90659278

Mums and Chums : We meet on Wednesdays from 10.15 am to 11.30 am, 
for play, singing, chat and coffee in the Parish hall. All pre-school children and their 
carers welcome. Please contact the parish office for more details. 

Creative Stitchers : Our Creative Stitchers craft group meet in the parish 
hall on the second and fourth Tuesday each month from 7.30 pm to knit, sew, 
embroider, crochet, and chat. Contact: Ann Clark  9029 2205     

Mothers Union : We will join the Wednesday afternoon service in church on 
16 March, 20 April and 18 May at 3.45 pm, followed by a cup of tea and a chat. We 
hope to have some additional talks on the work of the Prince’s Trust and our own 
Johann Henderson on flower arranging.  All welcome. 
Contact: Ann Clark, Branch Leader 9029 2205 



Spring Sale and Soup lunch
Saturday 2 April 10.00 am to 2.00 pm

Preloved fashion and jewellery
Bric and Brac

Cakes, Plants, Crafts and more
Our Handbell Choir will serenade you 

over your refreshments
 Tea/coffee/treats available throughout, 
Soup/roll lunch from 12.00 – 2.00 pm.

Après Afghanistan…
Militant Islam in Africa and African Christians

Past Struggles; Present Suffering; Future Salvation
Thursday 12 May, 7.30 pm, Parish Hall

Christ’s new homeland is Africa. Christendom is now centred on Africa: more Christians 
live in Africa than in any other continent. This is an unknown story of amazing success: 
from 9 million in 1900 to nearly 700 million African Christians in 2022. But many 
Christians in Africa are today persecuted by militant Islamic groups.

This lecture by Christopher Steed will focus on the plight of Christians, often in situations 
of extreme vulnerability, in facing resurgent Islam in Africa. Present-day danger will be 
placed in the wider history of Christian-Muslim relations in Africa. Finally, the talk will 
presage the future outlook for African Christianity in confronting militant Islam.   

Beating the Bounds Monday 23 May  5.30 pm to 8.30 pm
Last year during lockdown, Rev Helene brought back the age-old tradition of 
Beating the Bounds, during which we joined her in walking the parish boundaries, 
which stretch along the Holywood Road, up the Newtownards Road almost to 
Stormont, and back via Massey Avenue, Quarry Road and Circular Road to the 
Church. It was a beautiful evening for this 3 hour walk, and we stopped along 
the way to pray for all aspects of life in the parish, 
including schools, businesses, families, healthcare 
services, residential homes and community services. 

This year we will Beat the Bounds once more, stopping 
at various meeting points, and we encourage you to 
come and join us for all or part of the walk. Our Facebook 
page will give details of the meeting points and estimated 
times, or you can contact the parish office for details.

Walking Group
Getting out for a walk in the spring sunshine is always a joy. We have lots of variety 
coming up in our family friendly walks, suitable for all ages and fitness levels, and 
we always make time for a coffee. Please do come along.  
Saturday 5 March Floodgates Walk, Newtownards. Meet at Ulster Flying Club 
carpark 2.00 pm. 
Thursday 17 March St Patrick’s Day walk for Christian Unity, Belmont area, 
with shamrock shortbread on offer. Members of all local churches and none are 
welcome to join us. Meet at Parish hall, 7.00 pm.
Sunday 3 April  A local history walk, starting at Parish hall at 2.00 pm. 
Saturday 23 April Family walk at Killylane Reservoir and Ballyboley Forest: dogs, 
bikes, prams and scooters welcome. Regular or muddy walk options, but be prepared 
with appropriate footwear. Please bring a flask and we will have refreshments in a 
parishioners nearby garden. We will meet at the forest carpark at 11.00 am.
Saturday 7 May  Walled Garden in Bangor. A lovely outing for walkers or those 
who would like to just sit a while in the peaceful garden. We will split into two 
groups but come together for coffee. Meet at Parish hall at 1.30 pm.
For more information and if you need a lift to any of our walks please contact: 
Hannah Nelson 9065 1916 or ask in the parish office to be added to our mailing list.

Springtime 
Bouquets and Bubbles!

Ladies night out – Friday 25 March, 7.30 pm
Please join us and bring a friend for a 

fun evening of creativity and chat. 
Over a glass of bubbly and some nibbles, 

we will make some beautiful floral decorations 
suitable as gifts for Mothering Sunday, to adorn your dining 

table or your front door for the Easter season. 

T he perfect way to end your week. 
Tickets available from parish office, £15 each, 

to include refreshments and all materials. 
Book early as places are limited. 



Our worship in St Mark’s
Family Services this Spring, with refreshments in the 
grounds or hall
Sunday 6 March: Zacchaeus – a man who was totally 
transformed whilst perched in a tree. At this service we 
will think about how Jesus can change the most unlikely of 
people and how that can bring new life to a neighbourhood. 
The Rainbows, Brownies and Girl Guides will join us to 
mark Thinking Day.  
Sunday 3 April: What story does a stone tell? Please 
bring a stone that symbolises something that you would 
like to leave behind.  
St Mark’s Day service Sunday 24 April Who was Mark, 
the man whose name our church bears? St Mark’s Gospel describes Jesus and his 
followers in such a way that we can easily recognise ourselves in them, for instance 
falling asleep at an important moment. At this service we dedicate a new frontal, a 
textile decoration hanging in front of the Communion Table, made by parishioners. 

We invite you to join us for worship, in person or online 
In person 
We meet together in St Marks Church on Sundays at 
10.00 am for a single service that is open to everyone. 
Wearing our face coverings, sanitising hands and keeping 
social distance in the pews, we are able to benefit from 
being in one of the largest churches in Ireland where we 
have plenty of space. The words and prayers appear on 
screens, and we are fortunate to be able to listen to our 
talented team of musicians, who help create a calming 
and uplifting spiritual atmosphere. 
The church is also open on Wednesday afternoons from 
3.00 to 4.00 pm for private prayers, with a service of Holy 
Communion or Evening Prayer at 3.45 pm.  This can provide a moment of calm and 
reflection in the middle of a busy week. 
Online: Did you know ?  You can access our services live on Sunday morning on 
Facebook, or watch a recording later. You don’t need to have a Facebook account, 
simply go to our website http://dundela.down.anglican.org/ and click on the Facebook 
link (f) at the top or bottom of our home page. Alternatively type the Facebook address 
into your browser https://www.facebook.com/CSLewischildhoodchurch
On Zoom: On Sunday evening we gather on Zoom at 6.30 p.m. for evening prayers, 
a quiet and meditative way of ending Sunday as we prepare for the week ahead of 
us. You can download the Zoom App on a laptop, an ipad or tablet, or on a smart 
phone. We share our Zoom log in details for all our activities through our weekly email 
newsletter, so simply email the parish office to have your name added to our email list.

Platinum Jubilee celebrations
Children’s Jubilee Craft sessions 
Saturday 14, 21 and 28 May 2.00 – 3.00 pm. 
Bring your children along to the parish hall for an hour of fun 
crafting, when we will make decorations for use during our 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Contact the parish office to book your child’s place for 
this free event, and for further details. 

Evergreens Tea Party Wednesday 1 June 
2.00 – 4.00 pm in the Parlour. We welcome back 
all our senior members and friends, celebratory 
hats are encouraged. Contact Lorna for details and 
to request a lift. 07732 538578  

Parish Garden Party Saturday 4 June 
Join us for games, food, music and lots of bunting in our beautiful grounds! We will 
have prizes for fabulous and imaginative hats, as well as Pimms on the lawn.

Pentecost Sunday 5 June 10.00 am A special pentecost service to celebrate the 
Platinum Jubilee.

Open Garden Visit – Saturday 28 May Parishioners 
Ann and Lionel Clark will open their beautiful garden 
in Edgecumbe Gardens. Visitors can enjoy their 
stunning array of shrubs, roses, and ornamental trees, 
along with their fish pond and vegetable garden.  Keep 
an eye on our social media for more details nearer the 
time, but do mark the date in your diary – a wonderful 
opportunity to enjoy a mature garden, with plants for 
sale and gardening tips on offer. 

Northern District of the Irish Association of 
Change Ringers’ Annual Festival. Sunday 1 May 
Campanologists from across the district will visit St 
Mark’s for an afternoon full of joyful ringing. Guests 
are welcome between 2.00 – 5.00 pm to listen from 
the lawn and bring a picnic and to tour our open 
church that afternoon.

Welcome into our halls Don’t forget our halls can be 
booked for a wide range of activities. 
Phone Elaine in the office for all the details 9065 4090.
Coming Soon : Seated Keep Fit classes – details on our social media



If you would like to receive reminders of parish events, please send your email address 
to the parish office and we will add you to our notification list. 


