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1. Purpose: 

To establish guidelines for the users of St Marks Dundela Church Grounds, including dogs and 
their owners/handlers, to ensure a safe, comfortable, and respectful environment for all. 

2. Scope: 
This policy applies to all areas of St Marks Dundela Church Grounds, which encompasses the Old 
Rectory and Parish Hall Grounds (hereafter referred to in this policy as Church grounds).  

3. Introduction  
St Marks Church Dundela attracts many visitors and local people each year to the church and the 
church grounds.  We want to be as welcoming and accessible as possible. We know that many 
owners/handlers and their dogs enjoy the church grounds on a regular basis. We recognise that, 
for many, a dog is an important part of the family and their best companion. This policy aims to 
provide clarity to visitors and worshippers about our expectations when bringing dogs into the 
church grounds. Guide Dogs and other Assistance Dogs are welcome in our church grounds and 
premises at all times and will always be accommodated at services and events. 

4. Duty of care to all users of the church grounds 

St Marks Church Dundela is committed to providing a safe environment for all users of its church 
grounds. In accordance with the Occupiers’ Liability (Northern Ireland) Order 1987, the 
Church, as the occupier, will take reasonable care to ensure that users can use the grounds 
safely. 

Users should note: 

1. Users enter the grounds at their own risk and are expected to exercise care for their own 
safety. 

2. All users should take care on paths, steps, and uneven ground, and supervise children at 
all times. 

3. Well-behaved dogs who are under immediate control of their owner/handler at all times are 
welcome.  

4. Dog owners are fully responsible for their dog’s behaviour and any injury or damage caused 
by their dog, under the Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983. 

5. Dog owners/handlers are fully responsible for clearing up any dog fouling. 
6. St Marks Church Dundela accepts no liability for injury, loss, or damage caused by 

dogs or any incidents arising from dogs in the grounds. 
7. Any dog showing aggression or nuisance may be asked to leave immediately. 
8. Assistance dogs (guide, hearing, or other disability support dogs) are always welcome. 

By entering the grounds, all users agree to comply with these conditions and acknowledge 
that the Church is not responsible for incidents caused by users’ dogs. 

5. Legislation 

The Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983 sets out offences relating to dogs being “out of control” 
(on public land, private land etc).  Under the Order and guidance, a dog is considered “under 
control” when: 

• It is on a lead held by someone capable of restraining it in a public place 
• For off-lead areas or less formal situations, control means the person in charge is able to 

restrain the dog, stop it from running loose, endangering people or livestock.  



 
Local authorities (district councils) have powers to serve control notices under the Dogs 
(Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 (and associated regulations) if a dog has been out of 
control. The notice may require the dog to be kept on lead, muzzled, neutered, etc. 

6. Owner Responsibilities  

All dog owners/handlers who walk/bring a dog within St Mark’s Dundela church grounds, must 
have the dog under control. To clarify, the term ‘under control’ means the dog is: 

• Close to its owner or handler and responds reliably to commands (e.g., recall, sit, stay). 
• Does not run up to people or other dogs, unless permitted. 
• Does not show aggressive or threatening behaviour. 
• The handler can physically restrain it if necessary (for example, by leash or collar). 

In summary, the person responsible for the dog (the handler or owner) must be able to manage 
the dog’s behaviour at all times, so that it does not cause danger, nuisance, or distress to 
people, animals, or property. 

St Marks Church Dundela want everyone to enjoy the beauty and peace within their grounds and 
ask that the following is respected: 

• Dogs are on a lead if the dog needs a lead or muzzle to be under control  
• Dogs are under immediate control of the handler and can be recalled or restrained quickly. 
• Dogs do not disturb other visitors (e.g., no uncontrolled barking, no running or jumping up). 
• Dog owners/handlers clean up after any dog fouling. 
• Dogs do not damage the grounds (e.g., ornaments, seating, plants) or foul in such a way as 

to disrespect the site. 
• Dogs are not left unattended. 

We also want to point out that not everyone is comfortable with dogs; some people suffer from 
dog-phobia, while some are nervous or frightened of dogs, and some are allergic, so we ask that 
dog owners/handlers are mindful of this when using St Marks church grounds. 

7. Consequences of a dog not being under control 

If a dog is reported as not being under control to the council, the owner/handler will be considered 
entirely responsible and may face prosecution. 

Courts and enforcement officers tend to look at: 

• How responsive the dog is to its handler (recall, obedience). 
• Whether the handler can physically restrain the dog if needed. 
• Whether any person or animal has reasonable cause to feel threatened. 

If a dog runs loose, ignores recall, or jumps at people or dogs, it’s often judged not under control, 
even if no harm occurs. 

8. Making the policy work 

All dogs are admitted at the discretion of the Rector and Select Vestry, who reserve the right to 
ask owners and their dogs to leave if this policy is not followed. We know that most dog owners 
take their responsibilities seriously and will do their very best to abide by the guidance in this 
policy. Where this does not happen, a church office bearer, will talk to the dog owner and remind 
them about the policy. If the policy is still not followed, owners and their dogs will be asked to 



 
leave. Anyone who fails to control their dog such that it is (or appears to be) a threat to others will 
be asked to leave immediately. We do not tolerate threats or abuse directed at our staff and 
volunteers. Anyone engaging in such behaviour will be asked to leave immediately. 

9. Amendments: 
This policy may be amended at any time by the select vestry, with appropriate notice to all affected 
parties. 

9. Acknowledgement: 
By using the church grounds, all users, which includes anyone who is on the church grounds, are 
required to acknowledge and abide by this policy. 

This policy provides a framework for a welcoming and inclusive environment for all. 

 

10. Reporting 

Any questions, concerns or if you wish to report an incident, please contact the parish office on 
Telephone Number: 028 9013 7436 or email: office.dundela@down.anglican.org. 
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